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LETTERS 


FUTURES 
Dear Huskers: 

| just wanted to say that your 
magazine is a very in-depth look into 
one of the nation’s best college football 
teams. | would like to know if I could 
have a football schedule all the way 
through the 1995 season, | would also 
like some information concerning a 
catalog from the Nebraska bookstore. 
Thanks, 
Leonard Counihan 
San Francisco, CA. 


Leonard: The schedules are not yet 
completed through the 1995 season, 
The 199] schedule will appear in the 
June/July pre-season annual which will 
be the nextissue you'll receive after this 
one. For a catalog from the Nebraska 
bookstore, write to: The Nebraska 
Bookstore, 1300 0 Street, Lincoln, Neb., 
568508. 


COLLECTORS 
Dear Huskers: 

If anyone living in the Lincoln or 
Omaha area has any of the following 
games on VHS cassettes, please con- 
tact me: 

Super Bowl XXIII (SF vs. Cin) 

1986 Sunkist Fiesta Bowl (Michi- 
gan vs. NU) 

1985 and 1987 Sugar Bowl (LSU 
vs. NU) 

1982 OU-Nebraska. 

If anyone in Lincoln or Omaha would 
be willing to tape these games for no 
cost, please contact me. Thank you for 
your help and cooperation, 

Bob McCaslin 

2218 N. 56 St. 

Omaha, Neb. 68104 


Dear Huskers: 

| have a request for my fellow Corn- 
husker fans. There was a 100th Anni- 
versary Edition Nebraska football card 
collection sold during the 1989 season. 
[tcontained 100 cards. L've been able to 
get all of the cards except for No. 87.1 
would like to request that anyone who 
may have this card and may be in need 
of other cards to contact me. I'd be 
thrilled to buy, trade, or anything else 
to get that card so | can complete my 
set. Keep up the excellent coverage ol 
Nebraska athletics. 
Randy Denniston 
3022 S. Macon Circle 
Aurora, Colo. 80014 


Dear Huskers: 

I need help completing a collection 
of Husker home game football pro- 
grams. I have at least one program for 
every year dating back to 1927, with 
the exceptions of 1943 and 1944. I 
understand they may have been printed 
on single sheets of paper due to World 
War II, but they would be valuable to 
me in order to complete my collection. 
I also need most years prior to 1927 
(except for 1923 and 1914-16). 

As for bow! programs, | need only 
the post-season games against Wash- 
ington (Mo.) in 1918 and Colorado 
State in 1931, 

Can anyone tell me the first year that 
programs were printed in Lincoln? 

I also am looking for press guides 
prior to 1961 and a VHS tape of the 
1978 OU-Nebraska contest. I will pay 
above market prices for the older pro- 
grams in good condition and would 
consider selling or trading a few from 
my collection. Thanks in advance to 
anyone who can help. 

Terry Roberts 
3712 W. 99th Ave. 
Westminster, Colo. 80030 


Dear Huskers: 
[am interested in contacting Hawai- 


ians for Nebraska group members, if 


there is such a group. If there is, please 
contact me. I enjoy the magazine im- 
mensely, especially the articles on 
sports other than football. I would like 
to see more coverage devoted to the 
other sports in future issues. 

David Kohler 

1778 Ala Moana #2309 

Honolulu, Hi. 96815 


Dear Huskers: 

I am looking for any tapes, video or 
audio, of the 1983 football season and 
the 1984 Orange Bowl. If any readers 
might have these, I would greatly ap- 
preciate them getting in touch with me. 
Mike Sidlo 
211 N. Briggs 
Hastings, Neb. 68901 


Dear Huskers: 

Please help me! I am looking for a 
copy of the 1971 OU-Nebraska game. | 
am also looking for VCR tapes of the 
1982 Orange Bow] (against Clemson) 
and the 1983 Orange Bowl (against 
LSU). 


I would like to have each of the 
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Letters 


SS 


games in their entirety (not just high- 
lights). Please let me know how much 
you would want for each tape. 

John Hart 

54-31 Lemon Tree Lane 

Pinellas Park, Fla. 34666 

(813) 546-7038. 


POOR SPORTS 
Dear Huskers: 

This was the first year that I went to 
the Big Eight basketball tournament in 
Kansas City. | walked into Kemper 
Arena wearing my Nebraska sweatshirt 
and preparing to root for the Big Red. 
My good time was promptly ruined by 
fans from the other schools who were 
sitting next to my wife and I. Even 
though theirteam was not playing, they 
shouted obscenities about the Huskers 
and made me feel very uncomfortable. 

It's not the fans that inspired me to 
write this letter. It’s the fact that the 
tournament is always in Kansas City. It 
seems like if you're not Missouri, 
Kansas or Kansas State, you are at a 
disadvantage. Those three teams al- 


j 
ve 


Remember... 
Big Red tours 
are one of our 
specialties! 
Call on us to 
fake you to the 
Husker action! 


most have a home-court advantage in 
Kansas City, Why doesn ‘tthe Big Eight 
move the tournament to different cities 
every year? Here in Omaha, we have a 
nice facility that is the home of the 
CBA’s Omaha Racers. Denver has 
McNichols Arena, the home of the 
NBA’s Denver Nuggets. Oklahoma 
City has a CBA team. Why doesn’t the 
Big Eight let some other cities share in 
the revenue that crowds from all eight 
schools bring to the tournament? [know 
that the Big Eight office is in Kansas 
City, but that's no excuse. 

Come on, Big Eight. Let’s move the 
tournament around in the future. 
Carl Treadwell 
Omaha, Neb. 


FROM SAUDI WITH THANKS 
Dear Huskers: 

I just wanted to extend a warm thanks 
to Coach Tom Osborne and the Ne- 
braska football team. I was stationed at 
Fort Riley, Kansas, and getting ready 
to leave for Saudi Arabia, Our unit 
wanted (or rather needed) a football, so 


I called Coach Osborne and asked him 
if he would donate a football before we 
left. 

The guys in my unit could not be- 
lieve that one could call up a college 
head football coach and get a football. 
The Huskers may have had more fans 
in Saudi Arabia than anyone realized 
because of that. [t just showed us the 
spiritand support that our state is made 
of. Thanks again and, if being a Husker 
fan is wrong, I don’t want to be right. 
Jeff Haight 
APO New York, NY. 


LOYALISTS 
Dear Huskers: 

My family and | have been Husker 
fans for decades. To this day, all of us 
remain fans, win or lose, Our family is 
now spread from New Mexico to Ohio, 
Illinois, Texas and, of course, Nebraska. 
Every Saturday during the fall, I listen 
to the Huskers on the radio and cal] my 
relatives to let them know how “we” 
are doing. Autumn is a magical time of 
Continued on page 46 
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STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


By Mike Babcock 


The Quarterback Field 


SPRING COMPETITION WILL BE KEEN. 


¢ WUSKERS © 
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No. 1 in the lineup — Mickey Joseph — he’s the best runner. 


he most discussed question during 

spring practice a year ago was 
who would be Nebraska’s starting 
quarterback. 

Essentially, there were two 
answers: 

Mike Grant, and Mickey Joseph. 

The competition between the two 
drew almost daily public scrutiny and 
speculation. The question, however, 
wasn’t answered until fall camp, 
when Grant finally earned the job — 
temporarily, as it turned out. 

Entering his 30th spring, Coach 
Tom Osborne faces the same ques- 
tion, only now it’s multiple choice 
instead of either-or. Will the Corn- 
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huskers’ starting quarterback in 1991 
be Joseph or Grant? Or will it be Tom 
Haase, the senior walk-on from 
Aurora, Neb., who came off the 
bench to play well in a forgettable 45- 
21 Citrus Bowl loss against Georgia 
Tech on New Year’s Day? 

In fact, Keithen McCant, Matt 
Jones and Todd Gragnano shouldn’t 
be counted out this spring, either. 

“We have to open it up, and itll be 
difficult to make a choice:in just 15 
days of spring practice this year,” 
Osborne says. (A change in NCAA 
rules reduces spring practice from 20 
days to 15, including only 10 in 
pads.) 


“But we're looking for stability 
and consistency (at quarterback), no 
matter which way we go,” says 
Osborne. 

The Cornhuskers’ offensive 
direction in 1991 will depend, to 
some degree, on which quarterback 
becomes the starter. Osborne appar- 
ently has given considerable thought 
to changing the offense to include 
more passing. If Joseph regains the 
starting job, however, there would, of 
necessity, continue to be a heavy 
emphasis on the run because that’s 
what he does best. 

That’s also what Nebraska has 
done best over the last decade. And 


the 1990 season was no 
different. The Cornhuskers 
averaged 340 rushing yards 
per game, to rank No. 2 
among NCAA Division I-A 
teams. 

They finished a scant 4.6 
rushing yards per game 
behind national rushing 
champion Northern Illinois. 

Nebraska’s ability to run 
the ball contributed to a No. 
13 ranking nationally in total 
offense and translated into an 
average of 37.5 points per 
game — sixth-best in the 
nation. Those statistics hardly 
make a compelling argument 
to scrap the run in favor of the 
forward pass. 

Still, Osborne figures the 
Cornhuskers could benefit 
from more variety in the 
offense. And that’s where 
Grant could come in. He’s a 
better passer than Joseph and 
gives the offense more 
balance between pass and 
run...when he plays to his 
potential. 

Haase is probably the most 
effective passer of the three, 
as his performance in the 
Citrus Bowl illustrated. He 
came off the bench to 
complete 14 of 21 passes for 
207 yards and two touch- 
downs. But he isn’t as gifted a 
runner as the other two. 

The same applies to 
McCant, Jones and Gragnano. 

Given the high-profile 
competition that figures to 
take place this spring at 
quarterback, here’s a quick 
rundown of the principals 
(class indicates eligibility in 
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MICKEY JOSEPH: 5-11, 180, Tom Haase came fo the forefront after his performance 
REDSHIRTED SENIOR, in the Citrus Bowl. 
MARRERO, LA. 
Joseph’s junior season came to a 
premature end during the first quarter 
of Nebraska’s loss against Oklahoma, 
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back-up as a third-year sophomore. 
His priority this spring will be to 
complete the rehabilitation of his 
lower left leg. 


MIKE GRANT: 6-2, 210, 
SENIOR, 
TAMPA, FLA. 

Grant began the season as the 
Cornhuskers’ starter but suffered a 
knee bruise against Baylor in the 
opener and sat out the next two 
games. He came back to start against 
Oregon State and Kansas State before 
Joseph won the job from him. 

With Joseph injured and on the 
sideline, Grant started again in the 
Citrus Bowl game. He emerged from 
competition that included Haase and 
McCant. Prior to the New Year’s Day 
game, Osborne said: “Grant graded 
better, but it was pretty close...I 
wouldn’t be surprised, even, if we 
used two quarterbacks equally.” 

As it turned out, Osborne used two 
quarterbacks in the game. But not 
equally. Grant gave way to Haase in 
the second quarter, after throwing 
four incomplete passes and losing 
two yards on three carries. 

In retrospect, Grant was hobbled 
Senior Mike Grant may be redshirted to save a season asa ana poet He ° 

of eligibility if he doesn’t have a strong spring. : = . : : : 
was bothered by shoulder problems, 
which carried over from his sopho- 
more year. Then he was slowed by a 
knee injury. As a result, his confi- 
dence suffered. 

Osborne is hoping all that’s behind 

Grant now. But he doesn’t com- 


when he was hit out-of-bounds and Joseph has averaged nearly 6.5 pletely dismiss the possibility that 
slid into a metal bench on the Sooner __ yards per carry during his college Grant could be redshirted in the fall. 
sideline. Joseph suffered a severe career. He rushed for 554 yards, Grant is the only one of the seniors 
laceration to his lower left leg. third-best on the team, and a team- who hasn’t been redshirted. And if he 
As a result of the injury, his high 10 touchdowns last season. doesn’t win the starting job, a 
involvement in spring practice will be Even so, he ranked first in the Big’ redshirt would be a means of saving a 
limited to throwing on the sideline. Eight in passing efficiency, complet- _ season of eligibility. 
He probably won’t be allowed to ing 34 of 78 for 624 yards and 11 Grant has never been able to 
scrimmage. touchdowns. perform to expectations established 
Joseph played in 11 games last The 11 touchdown passes tied for —_ by an outstanding freshman season 
season, including eight as a starter, the conference lead. directing the junior varsity to a 5-0 
taking over the job from Grant, who Joseph is easily the most experi- record. His 912 yards of total offense 
opened the season at No. 1. enced of the Cornhusker quarter- were the second-highest in freshman- 
His strength is running with the backs, having earned'three letters. He junior varsity history, behind only 
ball. He’s the fastest quarterback in was No. 3 as a redshirted freshman, Turner Gill. 
Nebraska history, having been timed behind Steve Taylor and Gerry Grant has been hampered through- 
at :04.42 in the 40-yard dash. Gdowski, and he was Gdowski’s out his Cornhusker career by injuries. 
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Keithen McCant is comparably inexperienced in spite of 
four years in the football program. 


As a sophomore, he was pulled out of 
a redshirt three games into the season 
only to suffer a shoulder injury 
against lowa State. That forced him 
to miss the final three games and 
bothered him throughout spring drills 
a year ago. 


TOM HAASE: 6-0, 180, 
REDSHIRTED SENIOR, 
AURORA, NEB. 

Haase has played little since 
walking on in 1987. He and McCant 
shared the starting junior varsity job 
as freshmen. With the jayvees, Haase 


completed 29 of 60 passes for 388 
yards and four touchdowns. He was 
the jayvees’ third-leading rusher with 
100 yards and two touchdowns. 
Haase redshirted in 1988 and 
played in only two games in 1989. 
He missed the Cornhuskers’ first four 
games as a sophomore because of a 
slight shoulder separation. Prior to 
the Citrus Bowl, Haase saw limited 
action in eight games last season, 
rushing 15 times for 101 yards and 
one touchdown and completing two 
of seven passes with one interception. 


KEITHEN MCCANT: 6-2, 205, 
REDSHIRTED SENIOR, 
GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS. 

McCant went into fall camp a year 
ago at No. 3 after a solid performance 
during the spring. But, to an even 
greater extent than Haase, he’s 
inexperienced, despite four years in 
the program. 

Alternating with Haase as a junior 
varsity starter his freshman year, 
McCant completed 10 of 28 passes 
for 182 yards and two touchdowns 
and rushed 24 times for 92 yards. He 
redshirted in 1988 and played in only 
four games in 1989. Last season, 
McCant played briefly in five games, 
completing two of three passes for 32 
yards and rushing six times for 23 
yards. One of his three passes was 
intercepted. 


MATT JONES: 6-1, 187, 
SOPHOMORE, 
MICHIGAN CITY, IND. 

Jones was the starting quarterback 
for the Nebraska junior varsity as a 
freshman, finishing the season with 
40 pass completions in 74 attempts 
(54.1 percent) for 734 yards and three 
touchdowns. As a point of compari- 
son, Nebraska’s freshman record for 
passing yards was set by Dave Humm 
in 1970. He threw for 771 yards. 
Jones was intercepted eight times. 

He also rushed for 141 yards and 
two touchdowns on 50 carries. He 
was a four-year starter at Rogers 
High School in Michigan City, where 
he was the ninth-leading passer in 
Indiana prep history. 
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Brook 
Berringer 
(lower right), 
Clester 
Johnson (far 
right) and 
Tony Veland 
are the 
newest 
quarterback 
rospects 
who may further shake 
the quarterback 

amper come fall. 
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Gragnano sat 
out last 


season as a 
redshirt, but 
brings 
impressive 
credentials 
from high 
school. 


Matt Jones, 
former 
starting 
quarterback 
for the JV 
team, is in the 
QB foray. 


TODD GRAGNANO: 6-1, 185, 
REDSHIRTED FRESHMAN, 
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CALIF. 
Gragnano sat out last season as a 
redshirt, after passing for 6,149 yards 

and 50 touchdowns as a three-year 
starter at Los Alamitos High School. 
As a senior, Gragnano was the only 
California quarterback named to the 
prestigious Best in the West list 
published by The Long Beach Press- 
Telegram, after completing 137 of 
241 passes for 2,443 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He was intercepted only 
six times his senior year. 

One thing is certain this spring. 
Whoever earns a starting job, at 
quarterback or any other position, “is 
going to have to play better,” Osborne 
says. “We played and lost to some 
very good teams.” 

Colorado was the National 
Champion according to the Associ- 
ated Press. Georgia Tech received 
that recognition from the United Press 
International. And Oklahoma, though 
ineligible for a bowl game and not 
included in the UPI ratings, was 17th 
in the final AP poll. 

“Even so, we should have won one 
or two of those games. There were 
just too many mistakes in each,” says 
Osborne. 

The prime players in the quarter- 
back competition this spring figure to 
be Grant and Haase, with 
Joseph limited to a 
spectator’s role because of 
the injury. That means the 
issue of a starter probably 
won't be resolved com- 
pletely until the fall when 
Joseph is again healthy. 

By then, Nebraska 
could have as many as 
three more aspiring 
quarterbacks: freshman 
scholarship recruits Brook 
Berringer, Clester Johnson and Tony 
Veland, who could end up at another 
position. Any one of those players 
could be redshirted, as could Grant 
and Jones. But for now, Grant figures 
to use his senior eligibility next 
season, 

So his immediate concern is spring 
practice. Along with five other 
quarterbacks. 


"You Can 

Beat Cancer. 

I'm Living Proof." 

m Living Proof. 
Flossie Dishong was in terrible pain, and 
nobody knew why. She finally had to travel 
almost a thousand miles from her home in 
Indiana to be told she had inoperable cancer. 
Fortunately, Flossie refused to accept that 
diagnosis. She came to us for a second opinion. 
To Cancer Treatment Centers of America at 
American International Hospital in Zion, 
Illinois. We found a way to treat her cancer, not 
just her pain. 

You see, we specialize in treating cases 
other hospitals call "hopeless." They made up 
more than 90% of our admissions in 1988, and 
nearly the same last year. People fighting for a 
chance to live. 

We've given them that chance, time and 
again. We've helped them live life to the fullest 
once more. And we've done it without the 
horrible side effects that can make other cancer 
treatments unbearable. 

One reason, we're certain, is our caring, 
love-filled environment. Another is the quality 
and the scope of our cancer treatment program. 

It's as comprehensive as we can make it, 
utilizing the most advanced, innovative 
weapons known to medicine. It has to be, 
because the effectiveness of any cancer 

treatment program depends on a variety of 
factors and differs from patient to patient. 

As for Flossie, that picture really is worth a 
thousand words, although she said it all in just 
fourteen: 

“Never thought I'd be fishing with my 
husband again. I am one happy lady.” 
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Mike Grant, a senior 
varterback, may be 
redihirted depending on 
how the quarterback race 
falls out after spring 
practice. 


Si out a season, otherwise 
known as redshirting, can some- 
times be a difficult thing for a college 
football player, or any college athlete 
for that matter. 

According to NU Assistant Football 
Coach Kevin Steele, who redshirted 
during his collegiate career at Tennes- 
see, “Most young athletes are able to 
deal with redshirting, but it’s tough.” 

As Steele notes, “When a young 
man signs that letter-of-intent, he 
dreams of playing right away on the 
varsity.” 

However, that seldom occurs at a 
school like Nebraska. It’s not very of- 
ten that a true freshman is able to con- 
tribute right away with the varsity, in 
football anyway. 

Of course, there have been some 
exceptions to the rule. Broderick Tho- 
mas, an outstanding outside linebacker 
who now plays for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers in the National Football 
League, played on the Husker varsity 
as a true freshman. 

Thomas never did redshirt while at 
Nebraska. Neither did these players: 
quarterbacks Steve Taylor and Gerry 
Gdowski, offensive linemen Jake 
Young and Doug Glaser, and inside 
linebacker LeRoy Etienne. 

These individuals are mentioned to 
point out that not all football players 


Reason for Redshirt Season 


who attend Nebraska sit out a season. 
However, most do. 

Until now, a great many in-coming 
players participated on NU’s freshman/ 
junior varsity football team and then 
redshirted as sophomores. 

Inrecent years, though, a great many 
Huskers bypassed playing on the junior 
varsity squad and redshirted as fresh- 
men. 

“Ultimately, it’s Coach (Tom) Os- 
borne who decides who redshirts and 
who doesn’t,” says Steele. 

“But because he’s such a player’s 
coach, a player at Nebraska has more 
leeway in the decision as to whether or 
not he gets redshirted. 

“From what I’ve seen, Coach Os- 
borne will not redshirt a player that 
doesn’t want to be redshirted. At other 
places, it’s basically the head coach 
who makes the decision. If he says 
you're redshirting, then you're 
redshirting.” 

Sometimes a coach intends to red- 
shirt a player during a certain season, 
yet, for one reason or another, he isn’t 
able to. 

For instance, NU had hoped to red- 
shirt inside linebacker Matt Penland 
this past season. 

However, because of a lack of depth 
at his position, NU saw the need to play 
Penland, rather than have him sit out 
the season. 

Fortunately, situations like the one 
involving Penland don’t happen all that 
often at Nebraska. 

That’s because Nebraska generally 
has pretty good depth at most positions. 

Some schools aren't so lucky in that 
regard, for instance New Mexico State 
and Oklahoma State, two schools where 
Steele coached previously. 

“One year at Oklahoma State, we 
started two freshman linebackers. They 
had to play because we were so thin at 
that position. We only had one line- 
backer coming back that had ever 
played,” according to Steele. 

“T don’t think anybody would ever 
envision something like that happen- 
ing at the University of Nebraska.” 

Steele redshirted his second year at 
Tennessee, and, he admits, it was a 


by Dirk Maley 


NU Assistant Coach Kevin Steele was himself a redshirt during 
playing days with the Tennessee Volunteers. 
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Matt Penland is an exception at Nebraska. Lack of depth at 
inside linebacker in 1990 forced coaches to forego a redshirt 
season for him. 


difficult thing to do. 

“Americans are always looking for 
short-term, immediate gratification,” 
says Steele. “Redshirting requires a 
long-term investment and society hasn’t 
schooled kids to handle that. 

“Emotionally, redshirting can be a 
shock to some athletes. Basically, here’s 
this young man who has worked hard 
through two-a-day practices and the 
thing that’s keeping him going is the 
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thought of running out on the field and 
hearing the fans cheer. Now, all of a 
sudden, he finds out he’s not going to 
be able to do that.” 

Still, it’s in the best interest of a 
great many young players to redshirt a 
season and use that time to mature both 
physically and mentally. 

For some, the year they redshirt is 
the most important of all the years they 
spend in college. 


“For 90 percent of the young men, it 
is,” says Steele. “Now there are some 
instances where a young man is just so 
far advanced mentally and physically 
that he doesn’t need a redshirt year. But 
in most instances, the redshirt year is 
very beneficial. 

“It’s very important athletically, but 
also academically. What it does is give 
a person five years to complete his 
degree as opposed to four.” 

During the redshirt season, a player 
is allowed to practice with the varsity, 
but he is unable to play in games. 

At Nebraska, players who redshirt 
play on the scout team and, as such, 
play an important role in helping the 
varsity players prepare for their next 
game. They do so by simulating what 
the opposition is expected to do both 
offensively and defensively against the 
Huskers. 

“It gives the redshirt players an op- 
portunity to practice and learn,” notes 
Steele. 

“Also, it helps to season players, so 
to speak. Imagine being a freshman 
offensive guard or tackle and having to 
block (All-American defensive tackle) 
Kenny Walker for an entire season. 
Every day, you have to block Kenny 
Walker. There are players that start for 
other teams that can’t block Kenny 
Walker. But you get seasoned because 
you have to play against him every day 
for an entire year.” 

Two Huskers currently involved in 
redshirting are outside linebacker Donta 
Jones and wingback/split end Corey 
Dixon. Both are freshmen who will 
have four years of eligibility remaining 
entering this fall. 

Jones, from La Plata, Md., chose 
Nebraska over Georgia Tech and 
UCLA, while Dixon, a highly-touted 
player from Dallas, chose NU over 
Texas. 

While being recruited, they knew 
there was the chance they would red- 
shirt. So, when it became official that 
they would, they decided to make the 
best of the situation. That meant work- 
ing hard on the practice field and in the 
weight room. 

Because of the hard work they’ve 
done in terms of weight training, Jones 
and Dixon were able to finish first and 
second, respectively, in this year’s Mr. 
Redshirt Contest, a weightlifting com- 


Leodis Flowers (with towel) talking with teammate, fullback Lance Lewis, felt his redshirt year was 
crucial in learning the system. 


petition consisting of a series of three 
lifts — squats, the hang clean and bench 
press. 

“It was something (strength and 
conditioning) Coach Boyd Epley came 
up with,” according to Jones. 

“The redshirts don’t get todo much, 
other than just practice and he felt that 
having a contest would help us to get 
some recognition for all the hard work 
that we put in.” 

Besides practice against the varsity, 
redshirts spend a lot of time in the 
weight room. The weight work is es- 


sential in helping the players get bigger 


and stronger. 

When Jones arrived at Nebraska, he 
weighed around 200 pounds. He now 
weighs 215. Through additional weight 
training, and through proper nutrition, 
he hopes to get up to 225. 

Dixon weighed in at around 150 
when he arrived in Lincoln. He’s now 
upto 165. He’d like to reach 175 before 
he leaves. 


“I’ve gained weight and gotten 
stronger because of the lifting I’ ve done 
this past year,” says Dixon. “I think 


I’ve even gotten a bit faster because of 


my work in the weight room.” 

Dixon has truly benefited from a 
redshirt season, and he’s the first to 
admit so. 

He notes, “When I got here, there 
was so much to learn. I felt if | played 


right away, I’d probably make a lot of 


mistakes. So I thought it was probably 
best for me to sit out and learn the 
system. 

“This was really an important year 
for me. I’ve grown mentally and physi- 
cally.” 

Like Dixon, Jones has gained a lot 
from sitting out the season. 

“I’m glad I sat out,” says Jones. 
“I’ve had a chance to learn the system 
and prepare for this coming season. 
Because of redshirting, I’ve had an 
opportunity to get bigger, stronger and 
faster.” 


At Nebraska, that’s really what 
redshirting is all about. 

Redshirting isn’t anything bad. Ac- 
tually, it’s just the opposite. It’s some- 
thing that’s really quite good. 

At Nebraska, it’s proven to be very 
beneficial for a great many players. 

Players like Mickey Joseph, Leodis 
Flowers and Nate Turner, current 
members of the Nebraska football team, 
found redshirting to be a worthwhile 
experience. They all redshirted as 
freshmen and they’ve gone on to ac- 
complish some great things at the var- 
sity level. 

It gave them the time to grow and 
mature. Mostcertainly, it prepared them 
for competition at the varsity level. 

That’s redshirting — it gives a young 
man time to develop as a student ath- 
lete. 

In college football, redshirting truly 
serves an important purpose. And be- 
cause it does, it will continue to be an 
integral part of Nebraska’s program. 
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By Mike Babcock 


Uncharted Waters 


Dapreis Owens: “It's the best I've ever seen in college 
basketball,” regarding his team's comeback against 
Oklahoma during overtime. 


The Nebraska basketball team found 
itself navigating uncharted waters dur- 
ing the Big Eight Conference post- 
season tournament in Kansas City’s 
Kemper Arena in early March. 

Never had a Danny Nee-coached 
team won so muchas a first-round game, 
and never had a Cornhusker team got- 
ten past the semifinals in the 
tournament’s 14 years. This time, Ne- 
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braska went to the tournament deter- 
mined to win at least once, to solidify 
the NCAA Tournament bid it was cer- 
tain to receive, regardless of its play in 
Kansas City. 

The Cornhuskers came away with 
two victories instead of the one and 
almost won the tournament champion- 
ship, losing in the title game 90-82 
against a Missouri team that probably 


shouldn’t have been allowed to com- 
pete in the tournament in the first place. 

Because of NCAA sanctions, the 
Tigers were prohibited from post-sea- 
son play, a prohibition that didn’t in- 
clude the conference tournament. 
Missouri's right to compete in Kansas 
City was a matter to be determined by 
the Big Eight. Beginning next season, 
any conference team under NCAA 
sanctions won't be allowed in the 
tournament. 

The Tigers took full advantage of 
their nothing-to-lose situation, racing 
past Iowa State in the first round and 
upsetting Oklahoma State, the 
tournament’s No. | seed, in double 
overtime in the semifinals. That left 
only Nebraska in Missouri’s way. 

“T don’t think very many teams in 
the NCAA Tournament are going to 
have as much incentive to play well 
like Missouri did,” Nebraska senior 
Beau Reid said after the championship 
game. “This was their NCAA Tourna- 
ment, and they have a couple of veter- 
ans that know how to play when the 
money's on the table.” 

The veterans to whom Reid referred 
were senior Doug Smith, voted the 
tournament’s Most Valuable Player, 
and junior Anthony Peeler, whose three 
point shot down the stretch settled the 
issue. “It’s not a disgrace to lose to 
them,” said Cornhusker senior Rich 
King, who scored 20 points in the title 
game. “It’s just hard.” 

Still, King and his teammates didn’t 
need to hang their heads when they left 
the court at Kemper Arena that Sunday 
afternoon. At least one observer de- 
scribed this Big Eight Tournament as 
the most exciting in its history, and 
Nebraska was a key element of such an 
assessment. The Cornhuskers contrib- 
uted to as much drama as three days of 
capacity crowds could have asked for. 

It began with Nebraska’s first-round 
victory against Oklahoma. 

Nebraska trailed the Sooners, who 
had gone into a late-season swoon, by 
11 points with 3:07 remaining in regu- 
lation. The Cornhuskers had given no 


indication of what was to come. 

Their shooting had been poor, -par- 
ticularly in the first half, and Oklahoma 
had shown signs of rejuvenation. But 
with 11.9 seconds remaining, the 
Sooners’ Terry Evans went to the free 
throw line, attempting to increase a 99- 
97 lead to four points and effectively 
end a furious Nebraska comeback. 
Evans hit the first but missed the sec- 
ond. 

Nebraska’s Eric Piatkowski, a 
redshirted freshman who came off the 
bench to score 19 points, grabbed his 
ninth rebound of the game and passed 
to senior point guard Keith Moody. 

Moody dribbled down the court, 
looking to pass the ball to Piatkowski, 
the team’s most dangerous three point 
shooter, or Clifford Scales, who was 3- 
for-3 from that distance in the game. 

Piatkowski had hit two three point- 
ers, the second coming with 31 seconds 

, remaining to cut the lead to 97-95. 

Moody went up, still attempting to 
pass, and shot, from just beyond the 19- 
foot, 9-inch line at the top of the key. “I 
thought it was going to hit off the back 
of the rim and bounce out,” Moody said 
of the shot. 

But it went in, with only six seconds 
showing on the game clock. 

“Eric was open, and I faked, and 
then I just shot,” said Moody. 

The three pointer was only the ninth 
such attempt of the season for Moody, 
who had taken fewer three point shots 

_ than any Cornhusker regular except 
King. Four of the previous eight had 
gone in. 

And so did the ninth. All net, ac- 
cording to teammate Tony Farmer, who 
along with Scales, was voted to the All- 
Tournament Team. Farmer, the junior 
transfer from San Jose State, scored 26 
points and pulled down 13 rebounds 
against Oklahoma. But he fouled out 
with 1:16 remaining. 

Three other Cornhuskers preceded 
him. Junior forward Dapreis Owens sat 
down for good with 14:03 left in the 
game. King left at the 3:07 mark of the 
second half, and Reid drew his fifth 
personal with'1:45 left. 

The Cornhuskers’ 37 personal fouls 
were a tournament record. : 

“IT couldn’t keep track of who was 
fouling out. They just kept coming over 
in armies,” said Nee. “I kept saying, 
‘Who can we put in?’ We were moving 
them up, but when I see Kelly Lively 
and Chris Cresswell sitting next to me, 


Tony Farmer was a catalyst during overtime of the 
last Oklahoma contest: “Fellas....1 guarantee, it's not 
over.” 


I know the troops are lean.” 

Neither Lively nor Cresswell played 
much this season. But fora few seconds 
near the end of regulation, Cresswell 
was sent in for his three point shooting. 

Nebraska’s lineup during overtime 
was Moody, Scales, Piatkowski, junior 
Carl Hayes and redshirted freshman 
Bruce Chubick, a group that had never 
played together, even during practice. 

Yet, the Cornhuskers outscored 
Oklahoma 17-13 during the five min- 
utes of overtime and didn’t miss a shot 
from the field, making 5-of-5. 

Nebraska made nine of its final 11 
shots in regulation. 

For all but the most insufferable 
optimists, Nebraska’s comeback ap- 


peared to be falling a little short. 

As Farmer went to the bench with 
his fifth foul, however, he talked to 
each of his teammates still on the court. 
He told them: “Fellas, we've got to 
keep playing hard because I guarantee, 
it’s not over.” 

You've got to believe, which is es- 
sentially what Nee told his players be- 
fore the game, describing them as a 
team of destiny. He reminded them of 
that during a time-out, called with 4:59 
remaining in regulation, with the 
Cornhuskers behind 85-73. 

About that time, Reid reiterated the 
point. “I think they’re going to tighten 
up,” he said. 

Whether or not Oklahoma did tighten 
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Piatkowski, in action above, and Keith Mood 
responsible for bringing the Huskers back. 


up became a moot point. “I’ve always 
felt this is a special team, and good 
teams have to be lucky sometimes,” 
Nee told reporters afterward. 

“We were lucky tonight, and you’ve 
got to get a couple of wins like this to 
have a great season.” 

All of his players had difficulty 
finding the right words to express how 
they felt after their third victory of the 
season against Oklahoma. The last time 
any team had done that was 1981. 

“This is one of the greatest games I 
think I’ve ever played in, especially 
because we wanted to wina first-round 
game so badly,” said Piatkowski, who 
played like a veteran. “Everybody was 
so down, but the next thing you know, 
we were right back in it.” 

“It’s the best I’ve ever seen in col- 


were 


lege basketball,” Owens said. “Okla- 
homa played a really good game. At 
first, I thought it was over, but then we 
reached down inside our hearts and 
pulled it out. I have to give it up for 
Keith Moody and Eric Piatkowski. They 
were the ones who brought us back.” 

For Moody, the game — like the 
entire season — was a vindication, of 
sorts. A yearago, he “was so deep in the 
doghouse he couldn't see the door,” 
said Nee. “It’s amazing how a year 
changes things.” 

Without Moody, Nebraska would 
have been out of the tournament after 
one game, the same as each of Nee’s 
first five Cornhusker teams. Some 
people called it a miracle finish. 

“T wouldn’t say it was a miracle, but 
it was a heck of a win,” said Moody. 


So was the Cornhuskers’ semifinal 
victory against Kansas, which they had 
beaten six days earlier at the Devaney 
Sports Center, 85-75, in the final game 
of the regular season. Beating the 
conference co-champion Jayhawks 
twice in one week also required a dra- 
matic comeback, but not a miracle. 

Nebraska rallied from a 13-point 
deficit to defeat 10th-ranked Kansas 
87-83, before a partisan Jayhawk crowd 
of nearly 17,000. Farmer, Scales and 
Hayes scored 17 points apiece, and 
King contributed 11 points and seven 
rebounds, as the Cornhuskers increased 
their school-record victory total to 26. 

Farmer again pulled down 13 re- 
bounds, as Nebraska pounded the 
Jayhawks on the boards, out-rebound- 
ing them 41-30. “We just stuck with 
what we had to do, which is defense and 
rebounding,” said Farmer. 

The Cornhuskers’ play in the Big 
Eight Tournament made believers out 
of a lot of people, including those on 
the NCAA Tournament selection 
committee, which made Nebraska the 
No. 3 seed in the Midwest Regional. 
According to one former committee 
member familiar with the proceedings, 
the Cornhuskers came close to being 
the No. | seed in the Midwest. But 
things didn’t quite fall their way, and 
Ohio State was No. 1, with Duke im- 
ported as No. 2. 

“[ think Nebraska basketball has 
arrived because I thought our players 
pretty well met the challenge,” Nee 
said after the Kansas victory. “When 
Kansas dug in, Nebraska dug in.” 

The Cornhuskers did what no other 
Nebraska team had done, stayed afloat 
in those uncharted waters. 

“It’s so satisfying to see how far 
we’vecome this year, This is one of our 
many goals on the list,” said Moody. 
“We're knocking them (the goals) out, 
one-by-one.” 

Nebraska left Kansas City hoping to 
sail more unfamiliar waters in the 
NCAA Midwest Regional at the 
Metrodome in Minneapolis. Only one 
other group of Cornhuskers had gotten 
that far. Moe Iba’s final Nebraska team 
lost to Western Kentucky 67-59 in the 
first round of the Southeast Regional in 
Charlotte, N.C. After the game, Iba 
announced his resignation. 

The next season, Nee had arrived. 
with new charts and maps, which have 
taken the program to the headwaters of 
NCAA competition. 
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By Kevin Henry 


IN THE BIG EIGHT, 


AFTER BEING PICKED TO FINISH LAST 


NEBRASKA SURPRISED EVERYONE WITH A 


The “dream” is 
now over. 

Danny Nee’s 
Cornhuskers bowed 
out in the first round 
of the NCAA tourna- 
ment, losing to Mid- 
western Collegiate 
Conference cham- 
pion Xavier in Min- 
neapolis, 89-84. The 
team finished the year 
26-8. 

Despite the first- 
round loss and the 
disappointment that 
follows, there are so 
many things that 
stand out about the 
1990-91 Huskers. 

Like Nebraska 
beating Oklahoma 
three consecutive 
times, including 
breaking OU’s 
homecourt magic, 
111-99, and in the 
first round of the Big 
Eight tournament, 
117-113 in overtime. 
That overtime loss, 
NCAA officials said, 
keptthe Sooners from 
their ninth consecu- 
tive NCAA tourna- 
ment appearance. 

Like early-season 
wins over the Big 
Ten’s Michigan 
State, Wisconsin and Illinois. 

Like a 14-game winning streak that 
established the Huskers as a quality 
team, not just a flash in the pan. 

Like a Sports Illustrated article that 
featured Nebraska head coach Danny 
Nee and the fine job that he and his team 
were doing. 

Like wins over Missouri Valley 
Conference champion Creighton and 
Mid-Continent Conference champion 
Wisconsin-Green Bay. The schools 
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TREMENDOUS SEASON. 


entered the NCAA tournament with a 
combined 47-13 record. Creighton was 
picked by basketball guru Dick Vitale 
as the “sleeper” of the tournament and 
the two schools were named by several 
on the Rodney Dangerfield “We don’t 
get no respect” list. 

Like earning a No. 3 seed in the 
NCAA tournament’s Midwest regional. 
Incidentally, Duke, one of the ACC’s 
basketball wonders and the No. 2 seed 
in the Midwest, ended the year with a 


26-7 record, just 
like Nebraska. 

Like the 
fact that only 
UNLV, Utah, Ar- 
kansas and Indi- 
ana had more wins 
in 1990-91 than 
the Huskers. 

Like the 
fact that the 
Huskers earned 
enough of the 
N cc # A 
committee's re- 
spectto keep them 
in the Midwest 
regional, while 
regular-season 
co-champs Okla- 
homa State and 
Kansas were sent 
to Maryland and 
Kentucky,  re- 
spectively. 

Like Danny 
Nee being named 
conference Coach 
of the Year after 
leading a team 
that was picked , 
dead last in the 
preseason confer- 
ence balloting to 
a third-place fin- 
ish. Remember, 
this is the same 
man that many felt 
would be driven 
from Lincoln after another losing sea- 
son in 1990-91. 

Like Nebraska finishing the year 
with a better record than perennial 
powers Oklahoma (16-14), Georgetown 
(18-12), Virginia (21-11), DePaul (20- 
8), Pittsburgh (20-11) and others. 

And on and on and on... 

But the real story of the season lies 
not in the final standings, statistics or 
anywhere else on paper. The real story 
is two-fold. On one hand, there is the 


The Throw-!In... 


The opposing team just scored. A 
Huskers player then tosses the 

ball in from under the basket. Before 
the ball leaves his hand his foot 
touches the end line. Is this an 
automatic violation? Not necessarily. 
As long as his foot did not go beyond 
the line, he is okay. 

This is one of a number of 
surprising rules related to the throw- 
in. What about some others? 

Good news for high leapers... 
When attempting a throw-in, a 
player may jump vertically if at least 
one foot remains over the spot where 

the official gave him the ball. In 
addition, he may move directly 
backward as far as he wants before 
inbounding the ball. If he “gets cute” 
by moving back at an angle, a 
violation will be called. 

After a score... 

A player inbounding the ball must 
usually throw it in from the exact 
spot indicated by the official. An 
exception exists after an opponent 
scores a basket or a free throw 


TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 


resulting from a personal foul. The 
player is then not restricted to a spot 
behind the end line. He mayjrun side- 
to-side looking for an open 
teammate. In fact, to deceive the 
opposition, he is even allowed to pass 
to an out-of-bounds teammate who 
could then inbound the ball. 

Positioning rights... 

Why isn’t the following strategy 
used on a throw-in? Imagine a 
Husker inbounding the ball on the 
sideline after a traveling violation 
was whistled against an opponent. 
Why not have the other four Huskers 
position themselves side-by-side 
across from the inbounder, screening 
off the opposition? They can, but if 
an opponent wants to step between 
two of those players, he must be 
allowed to do so (similar to the 
situation during the lining up for a 
jump ball). Many times you see 
offensive teammates position 
themselves behind each other during 
an inbounds play. That is allowed. 
They do not have to let a defender 
step between them. 


How the pros do it... 

The NBA rules for throw-ins are 
not exactly the same. The most 
widely-known difference pertains to 
the pro rule that disallows an 
inbounds pass from midcourt or front 
court to be caught by a teammate in 
his backcourt. The NCAA does 
permit such a pass. 

The NBA also forbids a player 
inbounding the ball from “leaving the 
playing surface.” This means that he 
cannot step too far back from the 
court and must remain on the wooden 
portion of the floor. 

When watching basketball, it is 
frustrating to be unfamiliar with the 
rules that govern what is taking place 
on the court. When it comes to 
throw-ins, you now won’t have that 
problem. 

(Barry Dreayer is the president 
and founder of TeachMeSports an 
Atlanta-based company that conducts 
seminars on how to be an informed 
spectator of basketball, football and 
baseball. For more information call 
(800) 726-3442. 
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coaching job by Danny Nee. On the 
other, there is the spirit of the team that 


made the Huskers 
a force. 

Nee came to 
Nebraska in 1986 
from success at 
the University of 
Ohio. In his first 
year, Nee guided 
his troops to a 21- 
12 record, a NIT 
Final Four berth 
and an eventual 
third-place finish. 
Another NIT bid 
was extended in 
1988 after a 16- 
15 campaign. De- 
spite post-season 
bids, Nee wanted 
to grab the brass 
ring and take the 
Huskers some- 
where that they 
had only been 
once before —the 
NCAA tourna- 
ment. 

Critics laughed 
at Nee when he 
said that his se- 
nior-laden team 
would make arun 
at that dream in 
1990-91. The 
scoffing carried 
over to the pre- 
season ballots and 
the Huskers found 
themselves 
picked to finish 
eighth in the Big 
Eight. 

Buta lot has changed in five months. 
Back then, San Francisco was the fa- 
vorite to win the Super Bowl. The Reds 
were going to get clobbered by Oak- 
land. Operation Desert Shield was just 
beginning to materialize. Oil was nearly 
40 dollars a barrel. Nebraska was any- 
thing but a Big Eight contender. 

Now, with the 1990-91 Coach of the 
Year award sitting on his mantle, Nee 
realized the dream. Maybe the dream 


was even better than Nee could have 
hoped for. If the seeding committee 


could pick what they feel were the 16 


best teams in the nation, Nebraska 
would be in that bunch. They were not 
just one of the best 64. 

The other factor in Nebraska’s suc- 
cess this season was the players them- 
selves, especially the seniors. 

No one better epitomizes the heart 
of Nebraska basketball than Beau Reid. 
After a undergoing reconstructive knee 
surgery to repair a torn anterior cruci- 
ate ligament in 1989, Reid worked hard 


and rehabilitated his knee to nearly full 


strength. His consistent play and on- 


court leadership 
helped the team 
believe in itself 
and what it could 
do. Who will for- 
get the pictures of 
Reid cheering 
from the bench 
after his work was 
done. 

How about 
Rich King? The 7- 
foot-2 King to- 
tally dominated 
most games and 
became the inside 
threat that every 
quality team 
needs. King en- 
tered this year as 
the school’s ca- 
reer shot blocking 
leader and added 
to his total 
through — hard 
work. His enthu- 
siasm and out- 
standing perfor- 
mances against 
Missouri’s Doug 
Smith and Iowa 
State’s Victor 
Alexander will 
not soon be for- 
gotten. His admi- 
rable effort 
against Xavier (25 
points) always 
kept the Huskers 
within striking 
distance. 

Guard Keith Moody was another 
consistent player for Nee. It isn’t likely 
that Husker fans will forget his shot 
that climaxed a Nebraska comeback 


against Oklahoma in the first round of 


the Big Eight tournament. His hurriedly- 
shot three-pointer found nothing but 
net and gave the Huskers the opportu- 
nity to stay alive in the tournament. But 
Moody also did the little things well. 
Playing the role of point guard to per- 
fection, Moody would dish outan assist 


traled 


Nebraska 48, No. Illinois 17 — Sept. 9 Nebraska 50, Missouri 7 — Oct. 14 


Nebraska 42, Utah 30 — Sept. 16 Nebraska 49, lowa State 17 — Oct. 28 


Nebraska 48, Minnesota 0 — Sept, 23 Colorado 27, Nébraska 21 Nov. 4 
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whenever possible, pick an opponent’s 
pocket for an easy basket or just play 
solid defense. Whatever that it took to 
win, Moody would do. 

Also at guard was Clifford Scales. 
He could fill the role of off-guard or 
point guard. In either position, Scales 
was effective. He also inspired his 
teammates. When the Huskers were in 
the hostile confines of Oklahoma State, 
redshirt freshman Eric Piatkowski 
miscommunicated with Scales, caus- 
ing a turnover. Scales went to 
Piatkowski and vehemently explained 
the mistake. The television announcers 
said that Scales was upset with 
Piatkowski. Not more than a second 
later, Scales smiled and patted the 
redshirt freshman on the head. Scales 
played 40 minutes during the overtime 
win over Oklahoma and 31 minutes 
against Kansas the next day. 

Let’s not forget Kelly Lively. The 7- 
footer played a critical role in 
Nebraska’s success, another item that 
will not show up on any stat sheet. He 
could have pouted and demanded more 
playing time from Nee. He could have 
whined and sat on the bench with a 
disgruntled look. But Lively put the 
needs of the team above his own. He 
worked hard in practice and, whenever 
he was called upon, he performed well. 
When he wasn’t called upon, he was an 
enthusiastic supporter from the bench. 
He contributed to the winning chemistry 
that propelled Nebraska. 

So with these five gone next season, 
what does Nebraska have to look for- 
ward to? Plenty. Carl Hayes had a solid 
season. Dapreis Owens often played 
the role of the “sixth man” to perfection. 
Redshirt freshmen Piatkowski and 
Bruce Chubick performed well under 
pressure. It was Chubick who came in 
against Oklahoma and proved to be the 
catalyst in the Huskers’ home win. 
Piatkowski was the designated three- 
point shooter and often ignited the 
crowd with a long-range bomb. Tony 
Farmer is a good player inside the paint 
and can step out past the three-point 
line and drain one on occasion. Chris 
Cresswell is also another player who 
can nail a trey. Mario McIntosh and 
Jamie Cole may also play a part during 
next season. 

If one word could describe the 
Huskers in 1990-91, it would be 


teamwork. Consider the Big Eight 
tournament semifinal game against 
Kansas. Farmer, Hayes and Scales each 
had 17 points in an 87-83 win. In the 
win against OU the night before, six 
players hit double digits in scoring. 
Teamwork is what it takes to be a 
great team. Contrary to preseason be- 


liefs, Nebraska put together a great 
team in 1990-91. 

It will take that same kind of enthu- 
siasm and selflessness next season to 
earn a return trip to the NCAA tourna- 
ment but, with the caliber of players 
returning, a second-straight bid is very 
likely. 
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Shawn Buchanan (opposite page and upper right) is the Team Captain and has started every game 
in right field; Mike Zajeski (left) returns with three years of experience as NU hurler. 


Diame 


Axtter a solid decade of baseball in the 
1980s, the Husker baseball team wasted 
no time as they hit, pitched and ran full 
speed into the new decade. The new- 
look 1991 Cornhuskers, with, 10 junior 
college transfers and nine freshmen, 
committed themselves to continuing 
the success the Nebraska baseball pro- 
gram, under Head Coach John Sanders, 
has established over the past 13 years. 

Last year, Nebraska posted a 42-26 


record, finished third in the Big Eight 
Conference at 12-12, qualified for the 
four-team Big Eight Conference Tour- 
nament (1-2 for third), and was 
oh-so-close to an NCAA tournament 
bid. The Big Red ballclub worked to- 
gether like a well-run machine despite 
all the new faces and the fact that the 
Nos. | and 2 starting pitchers, Mike 
Zajeski and Jerry Madison, missed most 
of the season due to injuries. 


utlook 


The newcomers were tested in 1990. 
In fact, to qualify for the Big Eight 
Tournament, Nebraska had to win three 
of four in the final conference series 
against lowa State in Ames. The Husk- 
ers did the job in fine fashion, shutting 
out the Cyclones twice and winning the 
crucial third game in 13 innings. Coach 
Sanders feels that this end-of-the-year 
drive and determination has carried over 
to the ’91 season. 
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Reliever Dave Matranga 


“We were a very sound ballclub, 
considering all the new people who 
played important roles. By the end of 
the season, we were extremely com- 
petitive. This year’s team has taken that 
attitude and approach and recommitted 
to the next step, and they want to go a 
step further. We see that as a realistic 
goal.” 

Six full time position starters return, 
along with hurlers Zajeski, Madison, 
sophomore starter Josh Bullock and 
All-Big Eight closer Dave Matranga, 
giving Sanders an old-look ballclub for 
1991. In addition to a solid corp of 


Lefty Josh Bullock 


returning players, Sanders has added 
key newcomers to his arsenal and loaded 
his optimism. 

“We have a good balance of offen- 
sive weapons, a versatile pitching staff, 
and enough speed to help us both offen- 
sively and defensively,” said Sanders. 

Last year’s misfortune turned into 
an unexpected bonus for 1991 as RHP 
Mike Zajeski, a 1990 preseason draft 
favorite, returns as a junior with three 
years of experience and a 12-4 career 
record. He was 4-0 with a 3.60 ERA 
before he went out witha stress fracture 
in the first conference game against 


Kansas last season. The southpaw 
Madison was, by team consensus, the 
No. | pitcher after the fall of 1989, but 
suffered an arm injury and missed the 
entire 1990 season. He should be ready 
to return to the mound by the first of 
April, perhaps in time for the confer- 
ence opener vs. Kansas the last weekend 
in March. Add sophomore LHP Josh 
Bullock, who surprised the Big Eight 
last year with three complete nine-in- 
ning wins and a 3.68 ERA, and all 
Sanders needs is one more starter to 
step forward to complete the four-game 
conference rotation. 
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Sanders also enjoyed the luxury ofa 
true closer last year as a 5-8 left hander 
filled a big role in his first year. Dave 


Matranga transferred in from Sacra- | 
M “ a 
mento City College and tied the school | 


record for wins (10-3), posted four 
saves, and led the Big Eight in ERA at 
2.16 enroute to first-team All-Big Eight 
and second-team all-regional honors as 
a junior. He and Shawn Buchanan are 
co-captains for the 1991 season. Other 
returnees include junior RHP Aaron 
Bilyeu (2-2. one save, 4.22 ERA) who 
is recovering from an arm injury and 
expected back in midseason, and 
sophomore LHP Todd Mosser (1-1, 
5.05 ERA). 

Newcomers making an immediate 
impact in their first year on the mound 
are freshmen right-handers Chris 
Eckley, Scott Kuta, Trey Rutledge, and 
three transfers in sophomore RHP Jeff 
Nollette (from Hutchinson CC), and 
another “crafty lefty,” junior John 
Izumi, who according to Sanders, has 
“shades of Matranga” in him. Jason 
Pflughaupt, a freshman from Lincoln, 
will redshirt this season. 

The pitching staff, coached by 
Sanders, provides “several different 
people who can perform in several dif- 
ferent roles. With Mike (Zajeski) and 
Jerry (Madison) back, we have an obvi- 
ous plus. We feel that this year, barring 
injury, we can become a very stable 
pitching staff and one that allows us 
some positive predictability.” 

Shawn Buchanan, a four-year 
letterman and two-year co-captain who 
earned second-team All-Bit Eight hon- 
ors in 1990, returns to lead an outfield 
which boasts four returnees with start- 
ing experience. Buchanan started every 
game in right field and set a school 
record with nine triples last year. He 
also tallied 11 doubles, nine home runs, 
and 73 hits with a .293 average. Left 
fielder Brian McArn led the team in 
hitting last year at .354 with 60 runs 
scored. He and returning center fielder 
“Fast Eddie” Anderson both have speed 
and are accustomed to leadoff roles. 
Anderson hit .303, scored 58 times, led 
the team and was second in the Big 
Eight in stolen bases with41, Anderson 
had shoulder surgery before the begin- 
ning of the season and is currently 
pinch-hitting and running. He will be 
back to full speed and able to play 
outfield by April. Add in versatile Gary 
Tackett, who started 31 games in cen- 


ht second-teamer, 
returns to secure 
third. 


All-Big Ei 
Bill Vosic 


ter, left, and as a left-handed DH, and 
the outfield is full of possible combina- 
tions with regard to left- and 
right-handed hitters. Tackett and 
McArn hit left, while Buchanan and 
Anderson hit from the right side. Speed 
is also a plus as the above four seniors 
stole a combined 89 bases last year. 
That doesn’t mean there isnt room 
for newcomers in the outfield. Three 
junior college transfers in Corty 
Kulhanek (Garden City CC), OF/IB 
power hitter Malcolm Jordan (Santa 
Rosa JC) and Jeff Rhein (Sacramento 
City College) and freshman redshirt 
Jeff Stych are all capable replacements 
who will contend for playing time. 
All-Big Eight Tournament team se- 
lection Bill Vosik returns to secure 
third base. Vosik, a left-handed hitting 
senior who was named to the All-Big 
Eight second-team, hit .339 with 76 
hits, [8 doubles and 52 RBI. Others in 
the field with starting experience in- 
clude sophomore Vince Di Grandi, who 
started 31 games at shortstop (.200), 
and will see time at both second and 
short this season. Junior Dirk Skillicorn 


| gives the Huskers experience at first 


base (.239, five home runs) and junior 
infielder Greg Thorell adds depth at 
second and third base. 

Junior college transfers Jim Short 
(6-4, 225, Fullerton College), Malcolm 
Jordan (6-3, 215, Santa Rosa JC) and 
Skillicorn (6-4, 210) are impresive re- 
placements for All-Big Eight Bobby 
Benjamin who bypassed his senior year 
after being drafted. 

Three new middle infielders will vie 
for the open position in the middle 


} infield vacated by another drafted All- 


Big Eight Husker, second baseman 
Kevin Jordan. Eastern Washington 
University transfer Dale Hagy isastrong 
candidate for shortstop but could play 
second or third base as well, while 
swtich-hitters Mike Mims and Tim 
Seaton will look for playing time at 


| second and short. Mims is a redshirt 
‘| freshman while Seaton transfers in as a 


junior from Creighton University. 

Senior starter Brian Arntzen returns 
behind the plate adding stability to the 
pitching game. Arntzen started 42 
games while hitting .233 with seven 
doubles. His 1990 backup, Sean 
McKenna, also returns. McKenna 
started 26 games and hit .268 with eight 
doubles as a freshman last year. Redshirt 
freshman Tom Dinges will add depth to 
Arntzen and McKenna. 

Six returning position starters and 
four others with legitimate experience 
give Sanders “interesting possibilities” 
and quality depth. He said, “There are 
quality left handers in the lineup and a 
good mix of left- and right-handed hit- 
ters with sound experience returning in 
critical areas.” 

Nebraska, aching to get out on the 
field, managed to sneak in one game 
against the Washburn (Topeka, Kan.) 
Ichabods at home on February 16, be- 
fore leaving fora four-game tournament 
in Phoenix, Ariz. NU defeated 
Washburn 11-5 and Mike Zajeski 
picked up his first win of the season 
throwing just five pitches in the first 
inning. Sanders was able to get a good 
look at his hurlers as the fans were 
treated to a different pitcher every in- 
ning. 

NU was tested early in the Phoenix 
Thunderbirds College Invitational 
Tournament (Feb. 21-24) which was 
played at the Oakland A’s spring train- 
ing facilities. The Huskers faced two 
preseason ranked teams in Ohio State 
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No. 18 by Baseball America and No. 37 
by Collegiate Baseball and Notre Dame 
(No. 15/34 respectively), plus 
Dartmouth in the four-team tournament. 
Although the Huskers finished third, 
they held their own losing 5-2 to Ohio 
State and 8-5 to Notre Dame. The 
Huskers took third in the tourney by 
defeating Dartmouth twice, 14-5 and 
14-4. Bullock and Zajeski took the 
losses respectively, while Rutledge 
earned the win and a spot on the All- 
Tournament Team for his efforts in the 
first contest against Dartmouth. He 
started, pitched six innings. gave up 
just one hit and one unearned run. In the 
consolation final, reliever Jeff Nollette 
earned his first win as a Husker pitch- 
ing three innings, and allowing one hit. 
Along with Rutledge, McArn (LF and 
McKenna (catcher) earned All-Tour- 
nament trophies. McArn hit .353 (6-17), 
scored five runs, had seven RBI, one 
double, two triples and three stolen 
bases. McKenna played three games 
and went 4-6 with two RBI and threw 
out three base runners. 

Sanders said the Phoenix 
Thunderbirds Tournament provided 
him an opportunity to evaluate his per- 
sonnel. “The Phoenix Tournament 
allowed us to break out early in favor- 


able weather conditions. It provided us 
an opportunity to evaluate our person- 
nel and to do some experimenting. To 
that end it was a very profitable tourna- 
ment because we will be able to make 
the necessary adjustments before the 
Big Eight season. From the win-loss 
standpoint, we were somewhat disap- 
pointed that we did not handle Ohio 
State or Notre Dame, although those 
games were very competitive.” 
Returning home to good weather, 
Nebraska defeated Western Illinois 
three games (9-1, 9-1, 10-8) and then 
faced its second road trip in as many 
weeks against a ranked team. At 
Fayetteville, Ark., the Huskers split 
with No. 8/17 Arkansas (Collegiate 
Baseball/Baseball America). In game 
one, Bullock scattered five hits through 
eight innings and twice retired nine 
consecutive Razorbacks but turned the 
game over to closer Matranga in the 
ninth after conceding a double. A per- 
fect base-hit bunt and a two-run triple 
gave the Hogs a 4-3 win. NU’s three 
runs came on McArn’s three-run homer. 
Game two was similar and hard-fought 
but this time the Huskers, and reliever 
Matranga, came out on top 5-3. McArn 
scored three with a double, first baseman 
Skillicorn hit his first home run of the 


Coach Sanders (center) talks 
strategy with outfielder 
Eddie Anderson (left) while 
Vosick (No. 14) looks on. 


year and center fielder Rhein gave NU 
a 5-3 lead in the top of the seventh. 
Zajeski started, freshman Eckley re- 
lieved him in the second, earning his 
first win, and Matranga posted his sec- 
ond save of the year setting the Hogs 
down with bases loaded. 

The following weekend of March 9- 
10, NU split with a feisty Northern 
Colorado team in Lincoln, losing 4-2 
and winning the Sunday game 5-2. 
Then, a late burst of winter weather 
forced the Huskers back inside and 
canceled the Wyoming series sched- 
uled for March 15-17. Sanders said. 
“It’s like starting all over again.” 

“We were developing some conti- 
nuity after Phoenix when we came back 
and played Western Illinois, Arkansas 
and Northern Colorado. Since then, 
however, we've been sitting and that’s 
tough. Basically, we are starting the 
season all over again.” | 

The Huskers scheduled a double- 
header with Northwest Missouri State 
and a single game with Wayne State to 
make up for the four canceled games 
with Wyoming. At press time, NU had 
a seven-day trip to Texas scheduled 
with three games against Hardin- 
Simmons in Abilene and two games 
against Texas Tech in Lubbock, then a 
stop in Lawrence on the way back to 
open Big Eight play. 

In conference play, the Huskers 
won't play another Big Eight series 
after the KU road trip, until they jour- 
ney to Stillwater to face the OSU 
Cowboys on April 12-14. NU then hosts 
Missouri, travels to Kansas State, and 
concludes the season hosting Iowa State 
and Oklahoma. 

Sanders said the pre-league games 
were a warmup for conference action, 
but that the team approach for every 
game will be the same. “Our approach 
this year, like every year, is to focus on 
each game and play the best that we can 
possibly play. We feel that with all our 
returning upperclassmen (six seniors 
and five returning juniors), our focus 
should be in tact. We have competitive 
people with outstanding work ethics 
and those attributes will provide stabil- 
ity. This club will provide an exciting 
blend of baseball.” 
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The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
| encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
| positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do 
not have to be an athlete 
to be a positive influence. 
You can help the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes by becoming a 
supporting member. Write 
to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, P.O. 
Box 711, Milford, Nebraska 
68405 or call Wendell 
Conover at (402) 761-3166. 


HuskER ROUNDUP 
By Dirk Maley 


In the water, around the track... 


One of California’s top running 
backs is headed to Lincoln to compete 
for the University of Nebraska football 
team, 

He’s Willie Harper Jr., son of two- 
time All-American Willie Harper Sr., 
who participated on NU’s two national 
championship teams in 1971 and 1972. 

Harper becomes the 23rd player this 
year to sign a national letter-of-intent 
to accept a football scholarship from 
Nebraska. 

The 5-foot-9, 207-pound running 
back rushed for 2,089 yards last year 
and scored 28 touchdowns enroute to 
earning All-State honors in California 
for a second straight year. 

Harper, who attends Fremont High 
School in Sunnyvale, Calif., will likely 
redshirt this fall and play as a freshman 
his second year at NU. 

Considering what happened to the 
you.gster last December, the fact that 
he will play football at all is really a 
miracle. 

While attempting to break up an 
argument at an Omaha party, Harper 
was shot three times — in the stomach, 
chest and elbow. 

Incredible as it sounds, Harper, just 
three months later, is almost completely 
healed from the gunshot wounds. 

In a story which appeared in the 
March 6th Lincoln Star newspaper, 
Harper told sports reporter Ken 
Hambleton, “I lost a lot of weight, 
probably 30 pounds or so, after the 
shooting. But I played at 215 last fall 
and I’m already back to within eight 
pounds of that.” 

According to his high school coach, 
Brad Metheny, whose comments ap- 
peared in the March 6th Star, Harper's 
recovery has been truly remarkable. 

“He’s almost back to 100 percent,” 
offered Metheny. “He never lost much 
strength in his legs and he has worked 
hard to rebuild his upper body strength.” 

As for Harper, he seems to have put 
the incident behind him, 

In the story which ran in the Srar, 
Harper noted, “It’s been a tough ordeal, 
but I’m ready to go to college and get on 
with life. 

He added, “I thought Nebraska had 
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everything I wanted in aschool. I know 
Nebraska, having lived there up to my 
ninth grade year, and I still have a lot of 
friends there.” 

As of this writing, Harper had yet to 
meet NCAA Proposition 48 require- 
ments, but was hoping to qualify based 
on results of a standardized aptitude 
test scheduled for March 14th. 

When you think about it, it won’t be 
that long before Nebraska will kick off 
its 1991 football season — just five 
months. 

Certainly, NU fans are anxious for 
the season opener set for Sept. 7 against 
Utah State. Following that are games 
against Colorado State, Washington and 
Arizona State. Then, the Huskers will 
begin Big Eight play with hopes of 


replacing Colorado as the conference 
champion. 

Of course, everybody knows all 
about the success the NU football team 
has enjoyed over the years. But NU 
isn’t just a football school. NU is tre- 
mendous in a number of sports, such as 
swimming and diving. 

In fact, this season, the NU women’s 
swim team captured its second straight 
Big Eight title, and its fifth in the last 
seven years, while the NU men’s team 
won its 12th straight conference title. 
The women’s team is coached by Ray 
Huppert and the men’s team by Cal 
Bentz. 

At the Big Eight Women’s Swim- 
ming and Diving Championships held 
in Lawrence, Kan., NU scored 671.5 


Michelle Butcher was named Outstanding Performer 
at the Big Eight Women's Swimming and Diving 
Championships in Lawrence, Kans. 


points, compared to 646 for runner-up 
Kansas. 

For the second straight year, NU’s 
Michelle Butcher, just a sophomore, 
was named the meet’s outstanding per- 
former after winning the 400 individual 
medley (4:27.04), the 500 freestyle 
(4:52.86) and the 1,650 freestyle 
(16:38.72). 

Other first-place finishers for NU 
were: Melanie Wirtner in the 100 but- 
terfly, :55.52; Mindy Matheny in the 
100 freestyle, :51.89; Julie Riegal in 
the 200 backstroke, 2:05.40; Jenell 
Garcia in the 200 butterfly, 2:01.94; 
and Amy Aarsen in 3-meter diving, 
562.85 points. 

In addition, NU had two relay teams 
which finished first. The team of Lynne 
Braddock, Chris Frederick, Chris 


Seddon Keyter 


Gmeiner and Matheny won the 200 
freestyle relay in 1:33.83. And the team 
of Wirtner, Butcher, Garcia and Kristen 
Neuenfeldt won the 800 freestyle relay 
in a time of 7:29.26. 

At the Big Eight Men’s Swimming 
and Diving Championships held in 
Lincoln, it was again NU finishing first 
and KU second. The Huskers scored 
688 points while the Jayhawks scored 
590. Iowa State was a very distant third 


with 379. Missouri was way back in 
fourth with 222. 

Jan Karlsson led the way for the 
Huskers by winning two individual 
events. Karlsson, a freshman, won the 
50 freestyle in :20.20 and the 200 
freestyle in 1:38.39. 

Other first-place finishers for NU 
were: Seddon Keyter in the 100 
freestyle, :44.42; Ryan Bell in the 100 
butterfly, :48.92; Kyle Seeback in the 
200 butterfly, :44.42; Jonathan Kerr in 
the 400 individual medley, 3:57.12; 
Justin Switzer in the 1,650 freestyle, 
15:46.82; and John Arcaroli in |-meter 
diving, 510.45 points. 

Three of NU’s relay teams also 
posted first-place finishes. The team of 
Karlsson, Bell, Nate Kinney and Keyter 
won the 200 freestyle relay in 1:20.54. 


Ryan Bell 


That same team won the 400 freestyle 
relay in 2:57.82. And the team of Bell, 
Keyter, Richard Johansson and 
Karlsson won the 800 freestyle relay in 
6:36.79. 

For sure, Nebraska has fared ex- 
tremely well in recent years in swim- 
ming. Ditto in track and field, espe- 
cially women’s track and field. 

This season, NU’s women’s track 
team captured its 12th straight Big Eight 


indoor track and field title. 

In the meet, held in Columbia, Mo., 
NU scored 151.5 points, compared to 
135 for second-place Kansas State. 

In all, nine women from this year’s 
team qualified for the NCAA Indoor 
Track and Field Championships in In- 
dianapolis, Ind., including: senior Lisa 
Graham, 800-meter run; sophomore 
Cris Hall, high jump; junior Denise 
Lucas, 200-meter dash; senior Meredy 
Porter, high jump; freshman Shanelle 
Porter, 400-meter dash; senior Ximena 
Restrepo, 400-meter dash; junior Fran 
ten Bensel, mile; and senior Kim 
Walker, 200-meter dash. In addition, 
the 4 x 400 relay team of S. Porter, 
sophomore Tranquil Wilson, Walker 
and Restrepo qualified for the NCAA 
meet. 


Ximena Restrepo 


In Indianapolis, the Husker women 
fared extremely well, finishing fourth 
in the team standings. LSU finished 
first in the women’s standings, fol- 
lowed by Texas, then Villanova, then 
Nebraska. 

LSU scored 48 points while Texas 
garnered 39. Villanova finished with 
35 points. Nebraska had 27. 

NU’s top individual performances 
were turned in by Restrepo and Walker. 
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relay team made a strong showing, fin- 
ishing third in a school-record time of 
3:34.46, 

While nine members of NU’s 
women’s team traveled to Indianapolis 
to compete at the NCAA Champion- 
ships, only one member of NU’s men’s 
team made the trip — Stephen Golding, 
who finished fifth in the 55 hurdles ina 
time of :07.31. 

Golding, ajunior from St. Catherine, 
Jamaica, had figured to do well in the 
competition based on his achievements 
during the season. He was considered a 
contender in the 55 hurdles after win- 
ning the eventat the Husker Invitational 
earlier in the season in an all-time Big 
Eight best and school-record 7.19 sec- 


onds. 
Thanks to Golding, NU scored two 
Kim Walker Restrepo in action. points and tied for 44th place in the 
men’s standings of the NCAA champi- 
onships. 

Restrepo, a native of Medellin, Co- Walker, from Dallas, Texas, finished In case you’re wondering, the NU 
lumbia, finished second in the 400 with — second in the 200 with a personal-best men’s team placed second in the Big 
a school and Big Eight record time of — time of 23:23. Eight track and field championships. 
52.12. At the NCAA meet, NU’s 4 x 400 Iowa State won the team title with a 
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Stephen Golding Jason Kelber 


meet-record 168 points. Nebraska At the Big Eight Wrestling Champi- 
scored 90 points, and produced just onships held in Columbia, NU also pro- 
one champion — Golding in the 55- duced just one conference champion. In 
meter hurdles. this case, it was Jason Kelber, who 
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finished first in the 126-pound weight 
class. For his efforts, Kelber, a senior 
from’ Albion, Iowa, was named the 
Outstanding Wrestler at the Big Eight 
Championships in a vote of the confer- 
ence coaches. He beat Iowa State’s 
Dan Knight 8-4 in the finals. 

Kelber is one of nine members of 
this year’s wrestling team to qualify for 
the NCAA tournament. Others are 
sophomore John Buxton (118), senior 
Dave Droegemueller (134), senior 
Layne Billings (142), senior Todd 
Enger (150), sophomore Tommy 
Robbins (167), senior Scott Chenoweth 
(177), junior Chris Nelson (190) and 
senior Sonny Manley (heavyweight). 

By the way, NU finished third as a 
team at the Big Eight Wrestling Cham- 
pionships. Oklahoma State won the 
meet with 94 1/4 points, followed by 
Iowa State with 84. NU scored 63 1/2 
points to finish well ahead of fourth- 
place Missouri, which scored 29 1/2. 
Oklahoma came in last with 26 1/2 
points. m 
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I ncase you haven’t noticed, there’s a move 
underfoot (so to speak) by your favorite 
sporting team to return to the more traditional 
garb of years past. 

The most obvious example can be seen in the 
sport of baseball where teams have abandoned, 
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en masse, the pullover jerseys and elastic waist- 
band pants that became the rage in the mid- 
°70s. Most teams have returned to the button 
shirts and pants with belts; several have scraped 
the more modern sports fashions for the simpler 
designs of a bygone era. 


Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers. Note the black shoes. 


In football, no one is suggesting a 
return to heavy jerseys or helmets with- 
out face mask — nothing as drastic as 
that. But there is a subtle, but signifi- 
cant change on the way in college 
football attire. 

Black shoes have returned...returned 
in big way. And, they are no longer the 
trademark of a less-than-daring spirit 
(or conservative parents). 

Black football shoes have become 
the newest fashion statement for ath- 
letes. Sure, some school directors have 
never elected to wear anything else and 
they have endured countless jokes about 
how slow the players looked, etc. But 
those schools have no claim on changing 
the fashion tastes of the gridiron crowd. 
Nope, the credit for this shift in taste 
can most likely be credited to one Mr. 
Michael Jordan. 

Jordan has greatly affected the dress 
of his sports peers. Just look at how 
many teams have adopted the loose, 


baggy basketball “shorts” that he has 
favored for years. 

But his most famous claim to fash- 
ion fame has been his constantly 
changing shoe line. When he aban- 
doned his own colorful design for a 
plain black pair, the signal was given 
that this forsaken color would now be 
acceptable once again. 

“The trend all across the country is 
black shoes," Husker Equipment 
Manager Glenn Abbott says. “There’s 
a lot of peer pressure from the players. 
Converse (who supplies the Huskers 
with all their footwear) is making new 
shoes and they are only available in 
black.” 

Most of us remember black athletic 
shoes. They were a staple for genera- 
tions of gridders, from the infant days 
of the sport through the early 1970s. 
The only decision to be made when 
selecting a pair for your own use was: 
‘Do I go with high tops (for bad ankles 


and Johnny Unitas fans) or with the 
sleeker, low-cut models.’ A little wrap 
of tape to hold the laces down was the 
only splash on an otherwise dark foun- 
dation. 

Then along came Joe Namath. With 
a mammoth contract (in 1960s terms) 
under his arm and a cocky attitude. 
Namath joined the New York Jets of 
the old AFL and immediately set about 
building an image for himself. 

He was talented, but that took a back 
seat to the image that swept the Big 
Apple. He was a flashy dresser away 
from the field, but what symbolized his 
nature to one and all on the field was his 
decision to wear white shoes. 

They became his trademark, a 
statement of his independence from the 
rest of pro football. He took heat for it. 
Linemen took great pride in stepping 
on them as if to diminish their mystical 
power by soiling them. But while many 
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Byrd (8) makes a Bey 


Legette are the on 


yrone Byrd was weary after 

Nebraska’s 42-30 victory against 
Utah two seasons ago. “We did a lot of 
running,” he said. “It was like a mara- 
thon.” 

The Cornhusker free safety was a 
redshirted freshman, playing in his sec- 
ond game. It was nothing like his first, 
against run-oriented Northern Illinois 
the previous week. 

Utah quarterback Scott Mitchell 
threw 44 passes, 26 of them complete 
for 297 yards and four touchdowns. 
The game was a baptism under fire for 
Nebraska’s secondary, particularly the 
inexperienced Byrd. But Byrd survived, 
and not only that, he had one of the 
Cornhuskers’ three interceptions, evi- 
dence of a maturity which has served 
him well since coming to Nebraska 
from Chandler High in Chandler, Ari- 
zona. 

Byrd’s maturity, as well as his speed 
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interception against Northern Illinois. He and Tyrone 
y returning starters in the NU secondary for ‘91-92. 


and physical ability, enabled him to 


step in as a Starter eight games into that 
first season, after senior Marvin Sand- 
ers suffered a dislocated shoulder. And 
Byrd has been starting ever since. 

Byrd, who was chosen by Big Eight 
coaches as the conference defensive 
Freshman of the Year, is one of 
Nebraska’s quickest and fastest play- 
ers, having run :01.55 in the 10-yard 
dash and :04.58 in the 40. 

He was healthy when he ran those 
times. Last fall, he was bothered by an 
Achilles tendon problem. Even so, Byrd 
continued to play, and play well, ac- 
cording to George Darlington, the 
Cornhuskers’ secondary coach. 


' Byrd received all-conference hon- + 


orable mention from the Big Eight 
coaches, ranking third in the confer- 
ence in pass interceptions with five. He 
also shared the team lead in fumbles 
caused, four, with Mike Croel and fin- 


ished with 41 total tackles. Nine of 
those tackles, a career-high, came 
against Colorado. 

In the second quarter of that game, 
Byrd forceda fumble by Eric Bieniemy, 
whichresulted ina 21-yard loss charged 
to the Colorado tailback. In a sense, 
that fumble cost Bieniemy the national 
rushing title. He finished second to 
Oklahoma State’s Gerald Hudson, by 
only 14 yards. 

Byrd has had a knack for making 
such plays, and “he’s a good field gen- 
eral,” said Darlington. “In this day of 
multiple formations and shifts, that at- 
tribute isn’t given as much weight as it 
deserves.” 

Byrd is the quarterback of the sec- 
ondary. He’s responsible for getting 
the Cornhuskers lined up properly, for 
reading offensive keys and analyzing 
tendencies. He has to think like a quar- 
terback, a position he also played in 
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CORNERBACK BYRD OVERCAME HOMESICKNESS 


high school. Asa free safety, “you have 
to know what a quarterback is think- 
ing,” Byrd said. “There are weaknesses 
in every coverage, and you have to 
know what they are.” 

And how to compensate. 

Byrd depends on the quarterback to 
provide an indication of his intentions. 
“You can see his head move; that’s the 
key.” 

The ability to analyze and respond 
with a proper alignment and coverage 
depends on long hours of learning and 
practice, as well as experience playing 
the game. Byrd, who’s been playing 
football since he was 8 years old, did 
most of his learning as a redshirt, his 
first year at Nebraska. 

He watched but didn’t play because 
of a hairline fracture in his leg, suffered 
during a high school all-star football 
game, just before he reported for his 
first fall camp at Nebraska, A couple of 
plays into the all-star game, Byrd made 
atackle, and when he got up, “it felt like 
a cramp,” he said. “I tried to walk it 
out.” 

That didn’t alleviate the pain, how- 
ever, and Byrd’s all-star appearance 
ended almost before it began. When he 
got to Nebraska a couple of days later, 
his prospects of playing as a freshman 
were wiped out even quicker. X-rays 
revealed the fracture. 

“IT was hoping I could get a little 
playing time (as a freshman),” said 
Byrd, a high school all-state selection 
who had been named the regional De- 
fensive Player of the Year as a senior. 
Byrd intercepted eight passes that sea- 
son and 18 for his high school career. 
He also averaged nearly 20 yards a 
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return on kickoffs as a senior, in addi- 
tion to accounting for more than 1,150 
yards of offense, passing and running 
as a quarterback. 

Nebraska pulled Byrd out of Ari- 
zona, even though the other schools at 
the top of his list were Arizona State, 
less than 30 minutes from his suburban 
Phoenix home, and Arizona. He also 
made an official recruiting trip to Colo- 
rado State, but that was more because 
of a friend who took a trip to Fort 
Collins that weekend than any serious 
interest Byrd had in Colorado State. 

Byrd wanted to play at the highest 
level of NCAA Division I, which for 
him meant either staying in state or 
going to Nebraska, The Cornhuskers, 
who played in the Fiesta Bow! follow- 
ing both the 1985 and 1987 seasons, 
had made a more concerted effort to 
recruit in Arizona, and players of Byrd's 
ability were the reason. 

Nebraska’s winning tradition at- 
tracted Byrd. But even more impor- 
tantly, perhaps. “The coaches were 
honest with me,” he said. “They told 
me what I could expect.” Tim Jackson 
and Mark Blazek were completing their 
eligibility after which Byrd would have 
an opportunity to play. 

Byrd also was influenced by Corn- 
husker cornerbacks Lorenzo Hicks and 
Charles Fryar, whom he met when Ne- 
braska was preparing to play Florida 
State in the 1988 Fiesta Bowl game. 
Dave Gillespie, Nebraska's recruiting 
coordinator, invited Byrd to visit prac- 
lice, and Fryar and Hicks were among 
the players Byrd met. Later, when he 
made his recruiting visit to Nebraska, 
“They remembered me,” Byrd said. 


He appreciated their interest. "It 
makes you feel good,” he said, 

Byrd didn’t feel so good about sit- 
ting out his first season as a Cornhusker, 
of course. After working hard all sum- 
mer. preparing, “it was kind of a let- 
down,” he said. 

Even though he was redshirted, Byrd 
didn’t spend the fall on the scout squad 
after the fracture mended. He and strong 
safety Curtis Cotton, who also 
redshirted, were given gold practice 
jerseys and told to study the players at 
their positions. “It was a learning pro- 
cess, asking questions and watching 
(Tim) Jackson and (Mark) Blazek. I 
learned a lot,” said Byrd. 

That's an understatement, accord- 
ing to Darlington. “It was amazing how 
Tyrone picked things up,” Darlington 
said. “Usually, it takes longer. But he’s 
very, very bright and he pays attention 
to little things.” 

Often during position meetings, 
“things will come up, and Tyrone will 
know we did this or that (in the same 
situation) last year or even when he was 
aredshirt. He ‘Il remember and pipe up: 
“This is what we did then.” He makes it 
easy to communicate on the sideline. 
With him, it takes just a few words,” 
Darlington said. 

Byrd got his first start against lowa 
State as a redshirted freshman and re- 
sponded with a team-high eight tack- 
les. A week later, ina27-21 loss against 
Colorado, he was nominated as 
Nebraska’s Defensive Player of the 
Week after again making eight tackles, 
including two for losses totaling three 
yards, causing a fumble and intercept- 
ing a pass, 
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Byrd is at his best in big games. 
Against Oklahoma his freshman year, 
he made seven tackles, including six 
unassisted; he forced Sooner quarter- 
back Steve Collins to fumble in the 
opening minute of the game, setting up 
the Cornhuskers’ first touchdown, and 
he intercepted a pass in the final min- 
utes, returning it 31 yards. 

Byrd finished his rookie season with 
three interceptions, second on the team, 
and led in pass breakups with a school- 
record eight. 

Despite his success, Byrd almost 
didn’t come back to Nebraska for his 
sophomore season. Rumor had it Byrd 
didn’t want to return because he was so 


disheartened by the Cornhuskers’ 41- 
17 loss against Florida State in the 
Fiesta Bowl, a game watched by friends 
and family. In truth, he was homesick, 
and the extended visit to Arizona ag- 
gravated the homesickness to the point 
he seriously considered transferring to 
either Arizona or Arizona State. 

Byrd returned to Nebraska for the 
spring semester with transfer on his 
mind. “I told a couple of the guys I was 
thinking about it,” he said. And word 
quickly reached Coach Tom Osborne, 
who met with Byrd about his future. 
Osborne asked Byrd to remain in school 
and finish the semester and suggested 
he get away from football. So Byrd 


Tyrone as a senior at Chandler 
High in Arizona. 


skipped nearly a month of winter con- 
ditioning. Eventually, however, “I got 
bored,” said Byrd. 

In addition, he got a lot of encour- 
agement from his teammates, among 
them outside linebackers Travis Hill 
and David White, with whom he 
roomed. “All the guys showed a lot of 
love,” Byrd said, “They said, ‘We're 
supposed to be a team.’ That made me 
feel good.” 

By the beginning of spring practice, 
Byrd had decided not to transfer. 

He still gets homesick. “It you think 
about being at home, if you dwell on it, 
you'll make yourself miserable and 
want to go home,” said Byrd. 

His emotional resiliency was tested 
again last fall by the Achilles tendon 
problem, which could be traced to a 
summer workout with some Cornhusker 
teammates. Tight end William Wash- 
ington was running a pass route against 
Byrd, who jumped attempting to de- 
flect the ball and came down on Wash- 
ington, twisting an ankle. 

Byrd was held out of the first couple 
of practices last fall to allow the injury 
to heal. Byrd got daily treatment and 
tried to stretch the tendon to alleviate 
the pain. But rest is the only way the 
injury could heal completely, accord- 
ing to Darlington. 

“Those injuries just don’t go away if 
you continue to exercise. I’ve had an 
Achilles problem: they just don’t go 
away,” Darlington said. 

“You've got to overcome it. You 
can have excuses,” said Byrd, who's 
had time to rest now. That will be 
important in Nebraska’s inexperienced 
secondary, where Byrd and cornerback 
Tyrone Legette will be the only return- 
ing starters in the fall. 

Byrd’s leadership qualities will be 
more vital than ever then. And he’ll 
sul only be a junior. 


OF. = 4D 4 
SIMON 
PLAYS 

HER PART 
“FOR THE 
1 AMERICAN 
RED 
CROSS 


% 
ott 


_—- 
—_ 


Contact Your Local Chapter. sate American Red Cross 


| NEW LOCATIONS 


| 70th & VINE 
6th & HWY. 2 


DISCOUNT PRICES @ CASE DISCOUNTS 
FINE LIQUORS & WINES & BEER 
LINCOLN’S HEADQUARTERS FOR KEGS 

YOUR COMPLETE PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS — WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS — ETC, — ICE 
GLASSES — SNACKS 
BARTENDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


“LINCOLN’S LIQUOR 
SUPERMARKET” 
5400 SQ. FT. OF SHOPPING SPACE 


477-6077 


19th & ‘’N’" St, 
Plenty Of Off Street Parking 
Shopping Carts — 7 A.M. To 1 A.M. 
MON. — SAT. 


Back in Black 


rr 


onlinved len page 39 

were openly critical in public, many 
were wishing that they, too, had the 
nerve to throw caution to the wind. 

They became his trademark, indeed. 
After leading the Jets to a win in Super 
Bow! UI over the Colts and establish- 
ing himself as more than just a playboy 
fashion plate, Namath then became ¢ 
player to emulate. 

All over the country at the youth 
league level, no self-respecting, aspir- 
ing quarterback would be caught dead 
without his white shoes...and a No.12 
on his back. Of course it wasn't always 
easy to find the shoes, and they weren't 
cheap. Such was the price one paid for 
fashion, even in football. 

But while a generation of young 
gridders were switching to the white 
shoes, the older generations of players 
stayed in the black. The conservative, 
traditional look was still par for the 
course, 

Nebraska rolled to back-to-back 
national titles in the early 1970s, all the 
while wearing black shoes, Even Johnny 
Rodgers stayed with black, at least un- 
til his final game with the Huskers. In 
the Orange bowl against Notre Dame, 
the Heisman Trophy winner showed up 
in a new pair of white shoes, thereby 
establishing without a doubt his status 
as a football star of the first order. 

In the early to mid-1970s, white- 
shoed players were still enough of a 
rarity that one Billy Johnson could 
develop an identity by carrying the 
nickname of “White Shoes.” Since that 
time, about the only news in shoes has 
been the occasional silver or gold paint 
job a maverick might bestow on his 
footwear. 

Within five years of Rodgers’ Or- 
ange Bow! fashion dictate, the Huskers 
became primarily a white-shoed 
group.,.and they remained so...until this 
year, 

Husker guard Jim Wanek recognizes 
a trend in the making: “I think there’s a 
mystic about black shoes, but it's kind 
of like the first time some guy wore 
white shoes, it has its eras. 1] was a little 
disappointed at first. It seemed like 
everyone else was already doing it and 
then we got them. If we had been first, 
that would have been all right. But it’s 


no big deal, shoes are shoes. 

Center David Edeal, a native Ne- 
braskan likes the link to the Huskers’ 
greatest teams. “We wanted to have a 
little tradition from the past like the 
Devaney Era teams. A lot of people 
around here look at them as the best 
teams ever, and the shoes are kind of a 
way to have a part of that.” 

There are aesthetic benefits as well. 

“T like them, Abbott says. “I think 
the black shoes and gloves really set 
off the red in our uniforms. I think it 
looks nice.” 

Wingback Nate Turner says that the 
new color doesn’t ruin the position 
player's flashy image. “It doesn’t ruin 
it, but enhances it. Now with black 
shoes, you can wear black tee-shirts, 
towels, tights, whatever. I guess in a 
way it’s sort of a fashion statement. It 
gives you a mental edge.” 

Linebacker Mike Petko doesn’t see 
anything flashy about the shoes. “They 
look like army boots. [t's a blue-collar 
type of thing, but most ofall, they don’t 
look pretty. You kind of feel inferior in 
them and black gives you an attitude 
like. 'U’'m a layman,’ and it makes me 
mad.” 

But fashion has never been a consid- 
eration with linemen. 

“Linemen wear what they give us,” 
Wanek siays. 

Even that old joke about how slow 
players looked in black shoes has turned 
into an advantage. 

“It makes you look slower than you 
really are,” Mickey Joseph says. “You 
can trick people sometimes.” Adds 
Edeal, “I think itmakes some guys look 
slower. We're normally a pretty fast 
group, soif people criticize us fora lack 
of speed, they have to realize that in 
most cases it's probably just the shoes. 

Whatever the reasons or benefits, 
black shoes are back to stay..,.at least 
fornow. But don’t fret, all you veterans 
of the fight to bring the white shoes into 
the mainstream. If things stay on their 
present course, they ought to be com- 
ing back just after the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

But then again, it might be some- 
thing all together different, We'll leave 
that up to the Michael Jordans of the 
world. 
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blow-by-blow on NU cage action. 


FOOTBALL ¢ RECRUITING ¢ BASEBALL 


WEEKLY UPDATES BROUGHT ON LINE 
EVERY FRIDAY 
We've started the new year off with 
the information you want most... 


CALL NOW TO STAY UP ON THE LATEST WITH 
HUSKER FOOTBALL — SPRING PRACTICE IS ABOUT 
TO START! 


900-860-4RED 


24 HOURS EVERY DAY 


$2.00 for the first minute, $1.00 thereafter. Charges will appear on your monthly telephone statement. 


NOW, THE CARPET WITH 
LOCKED-IN STAIN RESISTANCE 


IS EVEN HARDER TO RESIST. 


Wear-Dated® Carpet with revolutionary locked-in stain protection looks better 
longer, Monsanto locks stain resistance into every strand of fiber before the fiber’s 
make into a carpet. Then, after it’s made. a second treatment of stain resistance is 
applied. You won't find stain resistance like this at prices this irresistible, so come 
in today! 

“O” STREET CARPET knows floor covering isn’t something you buy everyday, 
So they always have the very best available selection in stock EVERY DAY of the year. 


“O” STREET CARPET 


In business over 15 years 
1732 “O” St., Lincoln, NE (402) 476-7567 
Open 9-6 Daily; 9-9 Mon. & Thurs; 12-5 Sunday 
Free Parking in Rear of Store 


90 Days Same as Cash ss WEAR DATEL 


Immediate Installation MeneExwol vs 6 


AUTO GLASS SUNROOFS 


“We Are A Full Service Glass Company” 


COMMERCIAL 


* Door Closers 

* Desk Tops 

« Custom Mirror Work 
« Auto Glass 


» Storefronts 

» Replacements 
+ Glass Supplies 
* Solariums 


RESIDENTIAL 


+ Screen Repair 
+ Window Repair 
+ Door Repair 

» Auto Glass 


Quick Service - Quality Work - Competitive Prices! 


« Mirrors 

* Tabletops 

» Custom Orders 
- Sunroofs 


Free Estimates 


24 Hour Emergency Service 


HUSKER GLASS, INC. 


BUSINESS HOURS 
M-F 8-5 Sat 9-1 


397-3100 


8415 BLONDO 


Letters 


Caniinued from page 8 


year. 
Despite losing to Colorado for the 

last two years, we all will remain loyal 

and loving fans, Keep it up Huskers! 

You are the best and have people all 

over the nation that are rooting for and 

support you. 

Tom Ingold 

Albuquerque, NM 


DON'T PASS THE PASS 
Dear Huskers: 

As spring practice nears, I know that 
a lot of Husker fans are wondering 
what 1991 will hold for our Huskers. I 
can only hope that Dr. Tom and the rest 
of the coaching staff is serious when 
they say that passing will be used more 
in the upcoming campaign. I know that 
we have the kind of athletes at quarter- 
back who can throw the ball well. It’s 
just a matter of practicing the pass in 
practice and game situations. 

With the kind of schedule that Ne- 
braska has on tap in 1991, it will be 
necessary for the Huskers to throw the 
ball often and throw it well. Coach 
Osborne and his staff have repeatedly 
stated that the air attack will be used 
more this year, Now it’s time to put 
their money where their mouth is. I 
look forward to a Big Eight champion- 
ship and a decent passing attack. 
James Rochester 
San Diego, Calif. 


Dear Huskers; 

I have subscribed to Huskers Ilus- 
trated for many years and look forward 
to every issue. 

Next year as you compile your 
“Husker Stats.” may | suggest an alter- 
ation? Instead of the game-by-game 
starters, could we see statistics on such 
areas as punt returns, kickoff returns, 
punts and scoring totals (extra points, 
field goals, etc.). Keep up the great 
work next season. 

Carroll Dolson 
Midvale, Utah 


Carroll: Thank you for your sugges- 

tion. We always like to hear what our 
readers think about our magazine. If 
you have comment or a suggestion on 
how we can make this magazine better, 
please tell us, 
We want to hear your comments and 
answer your questions, Please send them 
to Letters, P. O. Box 83222, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 65801. 


Let's Face it, 
No One Checking Account 
Is Right For Everybody. 


That's Why We fi 


Since no two people are 
the same, no one checking 


account is right for everyone. 


That's why FirsTier created 
seven new checking 
accounts that together offer 
you more options and more 
benefits than you've found 
with checking before. One of 
the accounts is right for you. 


FirsTier 
= EDGE: 


An exciting new account 
that combines an impres- 
sive range of money sav- 
ing, time saving services: 
no minimum balance, 
unlimited check writing, 
interest, a no annual fee 
VISA’ or MasterCard’ (with 
approved credit), ATM 
card, and more. 


FirsTier Fifty 
«& Better: 


A new package of per- 
sonal financial services 


designed for people 
who've earned some of 
life’s little rewards: no min- 
imum balance, unlimited 


check writing, interest, a no 


annual fee VISA or Mas- 
terCard (with approved 
credit), VISA Traveler's 
Cheques with no fee, 
travel benefits, insurance 
and more. 


FirsTier 
» 50: 


Unlimited Checking with a 
$100 minimum balance, 
interest bearing options, 
free FirsTier style checks, 
and more. For those 

50 and over. 


Value Plus 
a Checking: 


The ideal account for peo- 
ple who write a minimum 
number of checks and 
maintain a low balance. 


ave /. 


Regular 
aChecking: 


Offers you three ways to 
get unlimited checking, 
with no service charge. 


NOW 
a Checking: 


Earn interest and enjoy 
unlimited checking, with 
two ways to eliminate 
service charges. 


SuperNow 
aChecking: 


Like the NOW account, but 
you get higher interest 
rates with higher balances. 


So come by FirsTier 
today. We'll sit down face to 
face and help you find the 
checking account that's right 
for you. 


=> Firslier Banks 
—==: Firslier Savings Bank... 


A New Level Of Personal Checking. 
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EQUAL HOUSING: 


LENDER 


FiraTyr Bares A Manders PDKS FisTier Swvergs Bam FSH, FOC insured 


LEE SAPP 
ENTERPRISES 


THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


LEE SAPP LEASING, INC. LEE SAPP INSURANCE, INC. 
9902 S. 148th St. 9904 S. 148th St. 
Omaha, NE 68138 Omaha, NE 68138 

(402) 895-3113 (402) 895-0990 


Gira Independent 
EFA FORD AUT AUTHORIZED LS SISTEM =) 
/ Agent ® 


LEE SAPP FORD-MERCURY ASHLAND STATE BANK 
1602 Silver St. 2433 Silver St. 
Ashland, NE 68003 Ashland, NE 68003 
(402) 944-3367, Ashland (402) 944-2111, Ashland 
(402) 789-7155, Lincoln (402) 341-5123, Omaha 
(402) 342-6767, Omaha 


Nesma@SK. ine 


19001 Fishery Rd. 
Gretna, NE 68028 
(402) 332-3313 


